
First Presbyterian Church in Hammond 

First Presbyterian Church 
Launches  

òHearts and Handsó 
Campaign 

Volume 31  
Issue 1  

February 2012  

First Press 

First Presbyterian Church in Hammond is embarking on a bold plan designed to carry the church 
into the next decade.  The campaign, which is called Hearts and Hands, will be raising funds to pay 
off debt and to support and develop mission projects.  
 

Our building renovations are complete and ready for use.  We are ready to reach out into our com-
munity and beyond to touch lives and spread the good news of Jesus Christ through our mission 
projects.  We have the buildings and now is the time to go forward boldly into Godõs marvelous fu-
ture.   
 

The campaign will be led by Richard Rogers of the Horizons Stewardship Co. of Cabot, Arkansas.  It is 
expected that the campaign will last four months, culminating in all FPC members and friends com-
mitting to pledging financial gifts over a three -year period. 
 

The co-chairpersons of the campaign will be James and Glenda Nelson.  Other members of the Cam-
paign Leadership Committee are: 

 

  Lois Anglin   Tom & Donna Gay Anderson 

  Vicky & Robert Blaze Toby & Pat Flint 

  H.P. & Pat Forbes  Charlotte Humphries 

  Matt & Sondra Hunt  Terry & Rhonda Lambert 

  Ralph & Nina Ross  Ralph & Nancy Shaw 

  Buff & Edie Slaton 

 

The Session sees this campaign as a means by which our congregation can prepare to engage in ex-
citing new ministries in our community.   



On Sunday, February 26, our annual Spaghetti Dinner and Dessert Auction will take place in Ander-

son Hall immediately following the 11:00 worship service.  The youth leaders of our church will once 

again host this fun social event which includes a delicious spaghetti dinner, complete with salad, 

bread and iced tea.  The cost for the meal is $7.00 for a large portion, and $5.00 for a smaller portion.   

 

In conjunction with the spaghetti dinner is a dessert auction, when we ask the men of the church to 

provide cakes, pies, cobblers and other desserts for auction.  All proceeds from the spaghetti dinner 

and dessert auction benefit the youth of our church who will attend the Youth Conference in Mont-

reat, North Carolina this summer.  

Annual Spaghetti Dinner and Cake Auction 
Sunday, February 26 

Souperbowl of Caring is on Super Bowl Sunday, February 5.  The Youth of 

FPC will be ready with soup pots to collect donations of $1.00 (or more) 

and/or non -perishable food items to help feed the hungry in our commu-

nity.  Please give generously!  

Souperbowl of Caring    Sunday, February 5 

Gratitude Sunday           Sunday, March 4 

òEvery time I feel the spirit movinõ in my heart, I will pray!ó 

 

And  òEvery time we feel the spirit, movinõ in our lives, we can sayóéthank you, God! 

On Sunday, March 4 we will have the opportunity to give personal thanks to God for the ways he 
has moved in our lives, and the opportunities and blessings we have received as a result of his good-
ness and mercy.  Sometimes His touch is BIG, a huge hug, a resounding òNO!ó or a gentle tug and a 
whispered òyes,ó but our lives are different because of our faith in Him.  Consider how you are grate-
ful, how you have been changed, comforted or enriched because you have God in your life.  

Gratitude cards will be inserted in the church bulletin on March 4 for everyone to complete and turn 
in.  The cards will be a part of a special display on Sunday, March 11 becoming a part of the whole 
churchõs expression of gratitude for all of Godõs blessings. 



Other Events in February... 

Breakfast with the Pastor 

Monday, February 6, 8 AM 

 

Februaryõs Breakfast with the 

Pastor will be held at Leeõs 

Drive-in on Monday, February 

6 at 8:00 a.m.  All men of the 

church are invited to attend 

the monthly fellowship break-

fast meetings with Mary Jane 

Cornell. 

Bridal Tea 

Sunday, February 12, 2 PM 

 

All women of the church are 

invited to attend a bridal tea 

hosted by Glenda Nelson, 605 

Sanders Avenue in Hammond 

on Sunday, February 12 at 2 

PM.  The brides to be honored 

are Bridget Lyons, Suzannah 

Stayton, Iana Obolenskaya, 

Amanda Hammonds, and Am-

ber Travis. 

Womenõs Circle Meeting 

Tuesday, February 14, 2 PM 

 

The monthly Womenõs Circle 

meeting will be held on Tues-

day, February 14 at 2:00 p.m. at 

the home of Lois Anglin, 28339 

Church of God Road in Spring-

field.  All women of the church 

are invited to attend the 

monthly circle meetings which 

include Bible study, socializing 

and community service projects. 

FAS Group Luncheon 

Wednesday, February 15 

Our FAS Group will enjoy a hot 

dog lunch in Anderson Hall on 

Wednesday, February 15 at 

noon.  Hot dogs and buns will 

be provided, Glen Dawson will 

supply the chili and we ask eve-

ryone to bring hot dog top-

pings, salads and desserts.  All 

seniors are invited to attend the 

monthly fellowship gatherings.  

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

February 12 and 26, 5 PM 

 

Our Womenõs Prayer Shawl 

Ministry continues to meet on 

the second and fourth Sunday 

each month in the parlor of 

Presbyterian House.  In Febru-

ary, the meetings will be on 

February 12 and 26.  All 

women and young ladies of 

the church are welcome!  

New  Book Study 

Sundays, 10:00 AM 

 

Our Grace Sunday School class 

is beginning a new study called 

Reading Godõs Story which in-

volves a chronological reading 

of the Bible.  All adults are in-

vited to attend this class which 

meets in the dining room of 

Presbyterian House. 

Walt was a master woodworker.  He made just about everything out of wood.  One of the things that Earl 

McCallon treasures is the gift from Walt of all his tools when at the last, he could no longer work with them.  

At the back of our altar are three boxes Walt fashioned when we changed from our pipe organ.  He created 

them to house the new sound system.  He made me a nativity scene, very unadorned and simple, which I love 

and get out each Christmas.  He also sang in the choir many years and delighted the congregation with his 

solos.  He will be remembered.   

 

Our congregation deserves a round of applause for their donation of 6000 or more cookies for the prisoners.  

What an effort!  Thank you all!        Georgia Talbot 

Walt Llewellynõs Legacy 



You have probably been the recipient of prayers and blessing set to music by the FPC Chancel Choir un-

der the direction of Chuck Effler.  However, if you think that music is the only gift that comes from the 

choir, think again.  This Christmas, the university student singers along with the member volunteers were 

inspired to internally take up a collection to donate to a worthy cause. The singers pondered over differ-

ent charities, some already supported by our church and some not.  The choir chose to give to Heifer In-

ternational, a charity which purchases animals for villages in order to help the locals become more self 

sufficient.  When the choir approached the Mission Committee for approval, not only did they get it but 

the members of the Missions Committee matched the financial gift the choir was donating!  Because of 

the combined gift, Heifer International was able to buy a pig and a mixed flock of birds for a village in 

need.   What a shining example of Godõs grace multiplying because it came from the heart.  A simple idea 

that came from one student singer grew and grew.  Thanks to the Chancel Choir and the Missions Com-

mittee for letting God work through them in a way that it was least expected.  

Music Ministry Gives in Many Ways 

Our Pastoral Nominating Committee ( PNC ) has been steadily moving toward the goal of supplying our 

congregation with the permanent pastor that God has chosen to lead us in His direction. We have suc-

cessfully completed our Church Information Form, as approved by our session, and have submitted it to 

Presbytery for their required approval. Once approved, the Presbytery will begin matching our form with 

the Pastor Information Forms that it chooses to send to us. Your PNC will then work on selecting names 

from these forms to begin interviewing candidates as soon as possible. With your prayers and God's 

guidance we hope that a call can go forth during the summer. Keep in mind that this is quite an ambi-

tious time frame, and that most PNC work transpires over a two year period before a new pastor is in-

stalled. Please keep the work of the PNC in your daily prayers, and thank you so much for doing so.  

A Message from our Pastoral Nominating Committee 

Sunday, March 18 will be a day of celebration at FPC!  All members are encouraged to participate in a 
celebration of the churchõs many ministries.  You will have the opportunity to participate in cardboard 
testimonies (unspoken, written poster testimonies) which are a sharing of how your life was BEFORE- be-
coming a part of FPC, or BEFORE ðGod brought change to your life.  Posters will be available at both en-
trances to the Sanctuary at both services for participants to briefly (6-8 words) write on one side a de-
scription of their life before and a brief description of their life after God touched it or when they became 
a part of the church family.  We will also have a procession of the cardboard testimonies during the ser-
vice in which the before side is displayed first and then flipped over to reveal our life after it has been 
touched by God and by our relationship to FPC. 

Ministries Celebration Banners will also be presented at both services which depict the many ministries of 
First Presbyterian Church in Hammond.  These banners are being designed by Janet Gildermaster and 
will be made by members of the church. 

We welcome any member to assist in the making of the banners.  Please call Pat Flint (386-9364) for fur-
ther information regarding banners, testimonies, or Gratitude Sunday.  

Ministries Celebration      Sunday, March 18 



News from our Community Service Committee... 
January Blood Drive a Success.   We had a great turnout of thirty -one willing donors for the blood drive on 

January 8
th

, including members of the First Presbyterian congregation, staff, and choir scholarship students!   

Approximately twenty -four of these volunteers were able to complete the donation process, with several oth-

ers deferred based upon screening criteria.  This means that any member of our church or their family who 

may be in need blood during the coming 12 -month period will be covered under The Blood Centerõs blood 

assurance program. 

 

Donating blood is truly giving the gift of life, with the Blood Center noting that up to 3 lives can be saved 

through every donation made.  As one of the choir scholarship students remarked, òIõve been blessed with 

good health, and want to share that with someone in need.õ  Another of these students was so determined to 

give that she went home to retrieve her required ID and returned, in order to be able  to complete the proc-

ess.   Thanks to all of you for your participation and support, and to Noelle Bordelon for initiating and coordi-

nating the long process that led to the success of this drive. 

 

Hammond Nursing Home Ministry.     Our church has initiated a new outreach ministry to residents of the 

Hammond Nursing Home, beginning with the inclusion of a number of these residents in our Angel Tree gift -

giving program this Christmas.   Project coordinator Noelle Bordelon, together with a team of Beta Club youth 

from the SLU Lab School, delivered the gifts from First Presbyterian Church members  to the residents on 

Christmas Eve.   In a most moving part of the experience, the group then stayed to visit for several hours, help-

ing residents open their gifts and participating in their bingo game.   It is our intention that this outreach to 

Hammond Nursing Home residents become an ongoing ministry in which all of you are invited to participate.  

Please feel free to contact Noelle Bordelon or Anne Magnuson to indicate your interest, or with any ideas or 

suggestions concerning this ministry moving forward.  And look for names of Hammond Nursing Home resi-

dents, who will be included with children of Youth Service Bureau families, in the Easter Tree gift project this 

year. 

 

Help and Support Needed for Coordinated Food Ministry.    There are a number of ways in which First Presby-

terian Church responds to Christõs call to feed the hungry.  These include donations to the Tangi Food Pantry, 

financial support for Our Daily Bread, distribution by the church office of bagged lunches to persons coming 

to our church requesting a meal, and help with the community Thanksgiving dinner organized each year un-

der the leadership of Jeanie and Harvey Jones.  The churchõs food ministry to members of our own congrega-

tion includes refreshments for receptions following funeral and memorial services, provided by a faithful team 

under the leadership of Muggy Talbot, as well as meals provided for the families of members who are ill or 

recovering from surgeries or hospital stays. 

 

It is this latter service of meals for the ill that is not at present a coordinated ministry within our church, and 

that relies instead upon the compassionate but uncoordinated response of individual church members.   A 

brainstorming meeting will be held in the very near future as a first step towards improved coordination and 

support of this service ð components of which include funding, planning, shopping, food preparation, clean -

up, meal delivery, and coordination and follow -up concerning each familyõs ongoing needs.  If you have ideas 

concerning this ministry, or if you wish to take an active role, please contact Anne Magnuson at your earliest 

opportunity (985 -419-8082 or afm2k@bellsouth.net).   Not just for women!  

mailto:afm2k@bellsouth.net).


Praying for Strangers.  One simple idea.  One surprising year.  One inspiring memoir that will transform 

lives.  As 2009 approached, New Yearõs resolutions were the last thing on author River Jordanõs mind.  Her 

sons were both about to go off to war -one to Iraq and the other to Afghanistan -and she was planning a fam-

ily reunion to see them off.  All River could do was pray for her sonsõ safety and hope to maintain her strength, 

until  she unexpectedly came upon the perfect resolution for the year -one that focused on others instead of 

herself.  She would pray for a complete stranger every single day of the year.  In her highly acclaimed book, 

Praying for Strangers, River Jordan tells of her amazing personal journey of uncovering the needs of the hu-

man heart as she prayed her way through the year for people she had never before met.  The discovery that 

Jordan made along the journey was not simply that her prayers touched the lives of these strangers in often 

astounding ways, but that the unexpected connections she made with other people would be a profound 

experience that would change her own life forever.  

On March 27, FPC will present author River Jordan in Anderson Fellowship Hall at 7:00pm as part of the 

Lenten season emphasis on prayer.  .  We have invited First United Methodist Church and Grace Memorial 

Episcopal Church to partner with us in this unique presentation.  We encourage all members and friends to 

read the book and participate in the process of praying for your own strangers throughout this holy season.  

Come meet River Jordan and be a part of this refreshing experience.  You never know who might be praying 

for youéé.. 

Author River Jordan Coming to FPC March 27! 
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